




Figure 3: Numbers of whales taken by Japan in the
Southern Ocean under scientific permit
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6It is clear that the Southern Ocean is a
critically important feeding habitat for
most of the southern hemisphere’s
great whale populations, and protecting
whales in the Southern Ocean is
essential to secure healthy great whale
populations in parts of the world as far
away as Africa, the Pacific Islands,
Oceania and South and Central
America, where coastal communities
have a growing dependence on whale
populations for a burgeoning whale
watching industry.

Whales in the Southern Ocean were
subjected to severe overharvesting in 
the twentieth century, with unchecked
commercial whaling driving many
species to the brink of extinction. Whilst
whaling in the Southern Ocean has been
halted by all but one government for
more than two decades, whale
populations have failed to recover as
rapidly as hoped, and exist today at
extremely depleted levels.  

In addition, Southern Ocean whales are
now subject to a new and varied range
of threats, most notably the predicted
profound impacts of climate change on
this fragile region. 

The international community has long
since recognised the importance of
protecting whales in the Southern
Ocean, and whaling in the Southern
Ocean has been specifically prohibited
by the IWC through the establishment of
the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary.

WWF thus believes that it should be a
fundamental and unquestionable
responsibility of the contracting
governments of the IWC to eliminate
immediately, or with a short phase out
period, all whaling in the Southern
Ocean Whale Sanctuary, including the
lethal take of whales for ‘scientific
research’, and reject any proposal in 
the IWC that would set whaling quotas
in this area.

Conclusion and recommendation
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Figure 2: Map of established IWC sanctuaries 
– the Southern Ocean Sanctuary, and the Indian Ocean Sanctuary
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Why preventing whaling in the Southern
Ocean is crucial for the world's whales
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